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Welcome to the
TRANS-SAHARAN ELECTIONS PROJECT

The Trans-Saharan Professionals Program brings together African Elections Fellows from six
countries—Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger and Senegal—with a wide range of American
professionals involved in elections, to comparatively examine the challenges and issues involved in
ensuring electoral freedom, fairness, and transparency.

This project will focus on a comparative examination of the organization, administration and
monitoring of elections in the US and in the six Francophone African countries of the Trans-Saharan
region, with the major objective of increasing participants’ understandings of the issues so as to have
a sustained and significant impact on African electoral processes.

PARTNERS

Centre Pour la Gouvernance Démocratique (Burkina Faso)
Professor Augustin Loada, Executive Director
www.cgd-igd.org

Electoral Institute for the Sustainability of Democracy in Africa (Chad)
Dr. Lucien Toulou, Country Director
www.eisa.org.za

Réseau Appui au Processus Electoral au Mali (Mali)
Mr. Ibrahima Sangho, President
apemfr@yahoo.fr

Université de Nouakchott, Faculté des Sciences Juridiques et Economiques (Mauritania,)
Professor Sidi O. Mohammed Abdallahi, Dean
fsje@univ-nke.mr

Laboratoire d’Etudes et de Recherches sur les Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Local (Niger)
Professor Mahaman Tidjani Alou, Dean of the School of Law and Economies
www.lasdel.net

Mouvement Citoyen (Senegal)
Professor Penda Mbow, President
www.mouvementcitoyen.sn/contacts.htm

U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

Center for African Studies at the University of Florida
http://www.africa.ufl.edu/research/tsep.html

Department of Political Science at the University of Florida
http://www.polisci.ufl.edu



TSEP
SCHEDULE

SUNDAY MAY 1

6:00p - 8:30p TSEP Welcome Reception, Pugh Hall Ocora at UF

MONDAY MAY 2

TSEP Opening Remarks: Dr. Michael Martinez, Chair of the Department of Political
Science at UF: Dr. Leonardo Villalén, Director of the Center for African Studies at UE,
and TSEP Co-Director; Dr. Daniel Smith, Professor of Political Science, and TSEP
Co-Director (Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

9:00a - 10:30a

10:30a - 12:00p

12:00p - 1:30p

1:30p - 3:30pm

TUESDAY MAY 3

9:00a - 11:00a

11:30a - 1:00p

1:30p - 4:00p

UF ID, UFIC Registration, Wachovia Bank
Lunch Break

Comparative Electoral Systems, Dr. Bryon Moraski, Graduate Coordinator and
Associate Professor at UF (Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

The American Electoral System, Dr. Daniel Smith, Professor and TSEP
Co-Director (Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

Lunch Break

TSEP Participants Panel: Electoral Systems in Sahelian Africa (Anderson Hall,
Conference Room 216)

WEDNESDAY MAY 4

9:00am - 3:00p

3:00pm - 5:00p

THURSDAY MAY 5

9:00am - 11:00a

11:30am - 1:00p

1:30pm - 4:00pm

Meet with Alachua County Supervisor of Elections, Ms. Pam Carpenter
(Downtown Gainesville)

TSEP Participants Preparation for May 5th Presentations

Problems with voting in the U.S: Dr. Richard Scher, Professor (Anderson Hall,
Conference Room 216)

Lunch Break

TSEP Participants Panel: Voting in Sahelian Africa (Anderson Hall,
Conference Room 216)



TSEP
SCHEDULE

FRIDAY MAY 6

9:30a -11:00a Discussion Session: Voting Problems and Solutions, participants & co-directors
11:30a - 1:00p Lunch Break

1:00p - 4:00p Civic activism in the U.S: Pegeen Hanrahan, Former Mayor, City of Gainesville, Bob

Schaeftfer, Public Policy Communications and Susan Bottcher, Gainesville City
Commissioner, District 3. (Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

SATURDAY MAY 7

8:00a -10:00a Travel to Fernandina Beach

10:00a - 12:00p Meet with Dave Beattie, President of Hamilton Campaigns
12:00p - 1:00p Lunch Break

1:30p - 2:00p Travel to American Beach

2:00p - 4:00p Visit of Kingsley Plantation: Africa-Florida History

4:00p Return to Gainesville

MONDAY MAY 9
9:00a - 10:30a Gainesville Mayor Craig Lowe. (Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

10:30a - 12:00p Redistricting Reform: Randy Wells, Gainesville City Commissioner, District 1
(Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

12:15p - 1:00p Lunch Break

1:30p - 3:30p Candidate Recruitment and Running for Office, Roger Austin, Jeanna Mastrodicasa,
Eric Conrad, Jason Roth (Anderson Hall, Conference Room 216)

TUESDAY MAY 10
9:00a - 11:30a TSEP African Participants Panel: Candidate Recruitment and Running for Office

11:30a - 1:00p Lunch Break



TSEP
SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY MAY 11

7:00a Check out from Holiday Inn

8:00a - 10:30a Travel to Tallahassee

10:30a - 11:30a Check-in at the Aloft Hotel

11:30a - 12:30p Lunch Break

1:00p - 1:30p Meet with Florida State Representative Ron Saunders and Florida Democratic Party
staff member Mark Hollis

1:30p - 2:30p Tour of Florida State Capitol

3:15p - 4:15p Tour of the Florida Governor’s Mansion

THURSDAY MAY 12

9:00a - 11:00a Meet with Kurt Browning, Florida Secretary of State, at the Florida Division of
Elections

11:30a - 1:00p Lunch Break

1:00p - 3:00p Roundtable with Tallahassee Press Corp at the Florida Press Association: Dean

Ridings, President; Brendan Farrington, AP; Gary Fineout, Tallahassee Reporters;
Mary Ellen Klas, Miami Herald; Troy Kinsey, CBS Bay News 9

FRIDAY MAY 13

9:00a - 11:00a Panel Discussion: 2000 Election Retrospective at the Tallahassee City Commission
Office. Participants: Judge Nikki Clark; Dexter Gouglas; Mark Herron; Marlyn Willis;
Neil Skene

11:30a - 1:00p Lunch Break

1:00p - 3:00p Meet with Leon County Supervisor of Elections, Ion Sancho

SATURDAY MAY 14
9:00a - 4:00p Trip to Waculla Springs State Park

4:00p Return to Tallahassee



TSEP
SCHEDULE

SUNDAY MAY 15

9:00a Check out from Aloft Hotel
12:57p - 6:20p Flight to Washington DC.
7:30p Check-in at the Quincy Hotel

MONDAY MAY 16

9:00a - 11:00a Halie Soifer, Foreign Policy and Defense Advisor for Senator Chris Coons (tentative)
11:30a - 12:30p Lunch Break
1:00p - 3:00p Tour of the Capitol Visitor’s Center

TUESDAY MAY 17

9:00a - 10:00a Carnegie Endowment or U.S. Institute of Peace visit (tentative)

11:30a - 1:00p National Democratic Institute (NDI) meeting with Africa program officers
1:15p - 2:00p Lunch Break

2:30p - 4:00p Federal Elections Commission (FEC) visit, Staff Stephanie Caccomo

WEDNESDAY MAY 18

10:30a - 12:00p U.S Election Assistance Commission visit, Executive Director Tom Wilkey and staff
12:30p - 1:30p Lunch Break
2:00p - 4:00p Meet with Mimi Marziani, Counsel/Katz Fellow, Democracy Program, the Brennan

Center for Justice (The Quincy Hotel Conference Room,)

THURSDAY MAY 19

8:00a - 5:15p Trans-Saharan Congress: Building Civil Society (U.S Department of State, Harry S.
Truman Building)



TSEP
SCHEDULE

FRIDAY MAY 20

Morning Program evaluation
Afternoon Tourism and visit of Washington, D.C.
6:30p - 8:30p TSEP closing dinner

SATURDAY MAY 21 & SUNDAY MAY 22

Participant Departures



Participants

BURKINA FASO

ABDUL KARIM SANGO

undertook graduate studies at the UNESCO Chair of Human Rights and
Democracy in Benin, where he obtained a Master’s of Arts in Human Rights

and Democracy in 2004. Since 2005, he has been a professor of Law at the Ecole
Nationale d’Administration et de Magistrature (ENAM). He is particularly focused
on issues pertaining to freedom of speech, electoral law and constitutional law. He
is also a member of the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI). He
actively participates with civil society organizations both as a member and as an
expert on issues of democratic governance and human rights. In August 2010 he
participated in the Youth Forum of African leaders convened by President Obama.

SOAHANLA MATHIAS TANKOANO

is a doctoral candidate who holds a degree from the Ecole Nationale
d’Administration et de Magistrature (ENAM), and Master’s of Law from the
University of Perpignan in France. He is the Director of Social Affairs in the
Ministry of Justice in Burkina Faso with an expertise in electoral law. In particular,
he has served as an official international observer in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Senegal, Togo and Sierra Leone as well as an evaluator of the CENI in Ivory
Coast.

ADJIMA DAVID THIOMBIANO

has been a television journalist in Burkina Faso for the last 14 years. He studied
Arts and Communications at the University of Ouagadougou and obtained his
degree in Information Science and Communication in June 2001. He is the director
of the Politics desk for Burkina Television, and the host of the show “Parti Pris”,

a political debate between members of the government, the opposition, actors of
civil society and other specialists. As a newscaster, he is responsible for covering
domestic policy, elections - from the campaign to the vote - election night and the
inauguration of elected officials.



Participants

CHAD

ALI HISSEINE AHMAT

is a Doctor of Pharmacy, a biologist and a manager of public health. Most of his
career has been in health, but he has also volunteered in the electoral processes

of Chad since 1996. His first elections experience was as a national observer,
managing the operations of a polling station. In April 2010, he was named Director
genereal of the Permanent Bureau of Elections (BPE). The BPE is responsible for
providing technical support to the Independent National Electoral Commission
(CENI) which is responsible for organizing and supervising elections. Specifically,
the BPE is charged with providing and maintaining the National Election Lists.

BAIDESSOU SOUKOLGUE
is a lawyer by training and graduate of the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA)

in France. He is currently a program officer at the Chad office of the Electoral
Institute for Sustainable Democracy in Africa (EISA). At EISA, he coordinates

a project for political party capacity building and another project fostering
networking and capacity building for domestic elections observers in Chad. He
also teaches at the Ecole Nationale d’Administration et de Magistrature (ENAM) in
Chad.

MEKOMBE THERESE

is a civil administrator. She has been campaigning with organizations of civil
society since 1991. She is the President of ’Association des Femmes Juristes du
Tchad (AFJT). As a member of the Electoral Institute for the Sustainability of
Democracy (EISA), she participated in training programs during 2009, 2010 and
2011, in preparation for working as an observer during the elections of 2011. She will
also be helping with the upcoming presidential election.



Participants

MALI

DRAMANE DIARRA

is a Magistrate at the Court of First Instance of the Commune IV in the District of
Bamako. He is the Secretary of Public relations and communications for Réseau
ONGs d’Appui au Processus Electoral au Mali (Réseau APEM). He has been

a national expert in electoral training and supervision since 1997. Mr. Diarra

was the co-producer of three electoral guides for election observers and female
candidates. Since 2002, he has been coordinator of the General Reports on Election
Observation in Mali. He was an observer during the Regional and municipal
elections in Senegal in 2009. Additionally, Mr. Diarra was responsible for a United
Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) program focused on citizen participation and
fair elections.

ISSA MAIGA

is a Professor of Educational Psychology. He teaches General Psychology,
Methodology of Research in Development, Community Development, Planning for
Local Development and Health and Labour Legislation. He is a founding member
of Réseau ONG d’Appui au Processus Electoral au Mali (Réseau APEM). From April
1997 to April 2009 he was the National Coordinator for training and monitoring
elections carried out by APEM, where he was responsible for the technical support
of electoral observation in Guinea. He is also a Program Officer of the National
Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI Mali).

SEKOUBA SAMAKE

is a journalist with extensive experience covering elections. He began his career as
a political reporter covering Mali’s first democratic elections in 1992. He has worked
for over a decade at the independent newspaper, Info-Matin, where he is editor and
chief. He has also severed as an electoral observer in many parts of the country.



Participants

MAURITANIA

MEHLA MINT AHMED

is a former financial services official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Mauritanian. She has served many times as president of polling stations and on
various committees related to electoral processes. Currently, she works through the
NGO “Action Against Poverty (ACP) to provide humanitarian and development
education. Additionally she works with the “Center for Studies and Research on
Western Sahara” (CEROS) and the Diplomatic Club of Nouakchott.

AMADOU SALL

is an anthropologist who teaches at the University of Nouakchott. He is actively
engaged in issues of citizenship in Mauritania with a particular interest in gender
equality, promotion of citizen responsibility and active nonviolence. During the
political transition of 2005-2007, he led the first independent electoral observation
in Mauritania carried out by civil society. He continued this work as part of the
National Elections Observatory (ONE). Currently, he is the chair of the Network of
Civil Society for the Promotion of Citizenship (RPC).

KHADIJETOU SALL

is a Mauritanian social worker, who heads the department of a vocational

training center specifically targeting women. She was a member of the Electoral
Commission in Riyadh (Nouakchott) and from April 15 to July 31, 2009, she
participated in the control, supervision and monitoring of elections in this district.




Participants

NIGER

AMINATOU DAOUDA HAINIKOYE

holds a Master’s degree in Public Law. She is a strong defender of Human Rights
and a member of several women’s rights organizations in Niger. She is also the
coordinator of the Nigerien section of the Young African Leaders Network. In

2010, she participated in President Obama’s Forum for Young African leaders in
Washington DC. She has co-organized several events to mobilize women and young
people for peaceful elections. She also participated in the census of the electoral
register, which enabled Niger to hold transparent and fair elections in 2011.

ABDOULAYE ISSOUFOU

is a Professor of English, a translator, an interpreter and the Secretary of
International Relations of the I'Union Syndicale Progressiste des Travailleurs

du Niger (Trade Union). He has been a member of the Subcommittee on
Communications and Accreditation of the Independent National Electoral
Commission (CENI) in Niger since May 2010. He trains supervisors of voting polls,
raises awareness on electoral matters and observes and supervises the elections on

behalf of CENIL.

ILLA TOULLOU AHMET

holds a degree in diplomacy from the Ecole Nationale d’Administration (ENA),
a Masters in International Relations and Security from the Institute of Political
Studies in Toulouse, France and a PhD in Political Science from the University
of Toulouse in France. Since 2006 he has been a professor and researcher

at the University of Niamey (Niger) and a professor at the Ecole Nationale
d’Administration (ENA) in Niamey. He has recently been appointed Political
Adviser to the newly elected president of Niger. His research focuses on political
parties, electoral processes and democratic instability.



Participants

SENEGAL

ALPHA FAYE

is a teacher of geography and history. He is currently a project coordinator within
the Senegalese civil society organization Mouvement Citoyen. As part of his work
with Mouvement Citoyen he has been especially concerned with empowering
youth and women in local and national elections, through various activities, radio
broadcasts and conferences. He has also been an elections observer on behalf of
the National Elections Observatory and civil society. In April 2009 he was elected
to the Rural Council of Fissel, where he serves as vice-president and is in charge
of coordinating the work of technical committees and the implementation of
participatory budgeting.

ISSA SALL

has been a journalist for 25 years. He is the director of publications for a publishing
company that publishes three newspapers: a weekly (Nouvel Horizon), a monthly
(Thiof) and a daily newspaper (Kotch). He is a political commentator and editorial
writer, who has followed election news in Senegal very closely. He is one of twelve
members, who were appointed in 2005, to the Independent National Electoral
Commission (CENA) established the same year.

TANOR THIENDELLA FALL

is the Director of Electoral Operations for the Ministry of Interior. This institution
is responsible for the administrative establishment of electoral lists, electoral maps
and electoral logistics. Specifically, Fall has planned and organized the presidential,
legislative, and senatorial elections of 2007 as well as regional, municipal and

rural area elections in 2009. He will organize three elections in 2012 (presidential,
parliamentary and senatorial elections). He holds a degree in Law, and diplomas in
basic rights, political science and diplomacy. He also holds a Certificate in Crisis
Management and Election Administration from Louisiana State University (USA).




Bios
TSEP STAFF

LEONARDO A. VILLALON
TSEP Co-Director

is Director of the Center for African Studies and Associate Professor of Political
Science at the University of Florida. He holds a PhD from the University of Texas at
Austin. His research has focused on Islam and politics and on democratization in
West Africa. He is author or editor of three books and numerous articles and book
chapters on politics and religion in West Africa. Professor Villalén taught for two
years as a Fulbright senior scholar at the Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar,
Senegal. He has also taught at the Université Gaston Berger in St. Louis, Senegal.
From 2001-05 Villalén served as president of the West African Research Association
(WARA).

DANIEL A. SMITH
TSEP Co-Director

is Professor of Political Science. He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from

| the University of Wisconsin. He has published more than two dozen scholarly
articles and two books on the politics, processes, and campaign financing of
ballot initiatives, as well as on the workings of American political parties and

8 interest groups. In 2000-01 he was a Senior Fulbright Fellow at the University of

| Ghana, and he has also published several articles on Ghanaian politics. Professor
Smith serves on the Board of Directors of the Ballot Initiative Strategy Center
Foundation (BISCF), a nonprofit organization based in Washington, D.C,, and is
a Senior Research Fellow at Initiative and Referendum Institute, a nonprofit also
headquartered in D.C.

THESSALIA “LIA” MERIVAKI
TSEP Program Assistant

graduated from the University of Macedonia, Greece in 2006 with a B.A. in
Political Studies and Diplomacy. She also holds a M.A. in International Studies
from the University of Sheffield, UK. Lia has been involved in campaigning for
the Greek national and municipal elections, and in 2009 she worked in Brussels
for the European Parliament Elections of June 2009. She is currently completing
UF’s Master in Political Campaigning Program, as well as working on her PhD in
Political Science.









